
To keep the French equestrian tradition alive, as well as

❝ For the horse to appreciate our actions and respond to them 
correctly, he must, above all, be calm and confident ❞

Général Alexis L’Hotte

French Institute of the horse and riding • The Cadre Noir of Saumur

Avenue de l’Ecole nationale d’équitation - 49400 St-Hilaire St-Florent 
Tel. 02 41 53 50 60 - visites.cadrenoir@ifce.fr

www.cadrenoir.fr
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sport, formation, rayonnement

demonstrate and disseminate it throughout the world.

❝ Practice enables us to implement what the theory teaches us and 
in order to acquire that skill you have to like horses, be strong and bold 
and to have lots of patience. These are the main qualities that make a real 
horseman ❞

François Robichon de la Guérinière



The Cadre Noir of Saumur
Heir to a prestigious military past and based on an ancient equestrian 
culture, the Cadre Noir perpetuates its mission of training and dissemi-
nation of the French tradition of Riding. 

Within the French National Horse-Riding 
School located in Saumur, part of the French 
Institute of the Horse and Horse riding, the 

Cadre Noir is responsible for training and perfecting 
the horse-riding elite riders. Real experts in their field, 
the Ecuyers’ (riding instructors) main task is to transmit 
technical and theoretical knowledge. They enhance their 
knowledge and practice by participating in internatio-
nal competitions as either competitors or trainers. Sup-
ported by research and documentation centers, they can 
improve and diversify their teaching in technical and 
educational areas. Many symposia and research days 
are held each year. 

Taught by great riding masters, the Ecuyers of the 
Cadre Noir are not only well-educated but also extre-
mely curious about the evolution of equestrian practices 
and they contribute fully to the widespread renown of 
French horsemanship in public presentations in France 
and abroad.

A little history...

In the aftermath of the Napoleonic wars, the French cavalry was decimated. In order to rebuild ri-
ding troops, a «School of Horse mounted Troops» was created in Saumur as early as 1815, whose 
task was to train instructors for all cavalry corps. Given the urgency to develop the number of riders 

and horses, a body of teaching staff made up of great civilian riders from Versailles, the Tuileries and 
Saint-Germain was set up.

At the time, the primary purpose of this elite body was to train officers and non-commissioned officers 
able to use and train horses for military use. The Cadre Noir is in charge of the French horsemanship 
doctrine. It was based initially on academic principles inherited from the school of Versailles. Then 
under the authority of the Comte d’Aure, it evolved towards a more natural and robust shape. Finally, 
the technical contributions from François Baucher were looked into by the military community that 
has constantly sought to improve his technique. In the twentieth century, the cavalry became mecha-
nized and simultaneously equestrian sports came into being. The Cadre Noir evolved towards high level 
competition while continuing to present its elite Reprises (gala performances). With the spectacular 
development of recreational riding and sports in the 70s, France decided to structure horse-Riding ins-
truction by creating a school whose purpose would be to prepare riders for state teaching and riding 
diplomas and to support the development of high level sports. Under the aegis of the Ministry of Sports, 
the National Riding School was established by decree in 1972. It has naturally relied on the expertise and 
knowledge of the Cadre Noir elite riders, who became riding instructors. The Cadre Noir moved from 
military status to civilian status.

In 2010, the National Riding School merged with National Studs to become the French Institute of The 
Horse and Horse-Riding (IFCE), a public institution under the joint authority of the Ministries of Sports 
and Agriculture.

To keep the French equestrian tradition alive and 
make it renowned all over the world

The Cadre Noir is the most well-known institu-
tion representing the French equestrian tra-
dition.  Equitation in the French tradition has 

been inscribed on the Unesco as Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity List since 2011. It aims first at 
emphasizing the harmonious relationship between the 
rider and his horse and, on the other hand, it is fea-
tured by a specific way of doing things: a style.  The 
fundamental principle is to enable the mounted horse 
to retrieve his natural grace and movements. The value 
of this equestrian art, whether it be academic, artistic 
or sportive, is less found in the spectacular aspect of 
the horse’s movements than in the perfect lightness of 
execution. This is achieved through the horse’s perfect 
obedience to discreet rider’s aids with fluid and har-
monious moves. Much more than riding practice, the 
French equestrian tradition can be seen as a school of 
self-control and respect for others.

The Cadre Noir has the dual goal of making the French 
equestrian tradition renowned all over the world and to 
ensure its transmission to a very large audience.  This 
is what is taught at the National Riding School and by 
its competitive riders. Frequent public shows and gala 
events help sustain the visibility of this equestrian art.

In addition, meetings and symposia are organized on 
this theme. Impulse, gracefulness, lightness, boldness, subtlety and sobriety are the emblematic brands 
of the French equestrian tradition.

sobriety

finesse

elegance

impulse

gracefulness

lightness

Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of 
Humanity
Cultural heritage does not stop at 
monuments and artifact collections. 
It also includes traditions or living 
expressions inherited from our an-
cestors and passed on to our descen-
dants. As such, in 2003, an Agree-
ment was signed with UNESCO to 
establish a «List of of the Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity». In 2011, 
UNESCO added to this list the French 
tradition of Riding: the art of riding 
with the characteristic to highlight 
a harmonious relationship between 
man and horse. Fundamental prin-
ciples and processes of the horse’s 
education are lack of strength and 
strain effects and the harmonious 
demands of man respecting the body 
and mood of the horse. While the 
French tradition of riding is exercised 
throughout France and elsewhere, 
the best known community is the 
Cadre Noir of Saumur, based at the 
National Riding School. The common 
denominator of the riders lies in a de-
sire to establish a close relationship 
with the horse, with mutual respect 
and to obtain «lightness».


